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problems of buying, shipping, transport, marketing, finance,
as well as the social life " 2.
1 The Travels of John Sanderson in the Levant (ed. Foster), 202.
a See the valuable article by Ambrose, " English Traders at Aleppo,
1658-1756", in The Economic History Review, iii. No. 2, 246$^. On the
Levant factories, see also Wood, A History of the Levant Company, 59 seq.f
229 seq.
(i) Page 366, note 10
It was said in 1660 that " sixty houses of English mer-
chants existed at Lisbon, while in Spain there were two of
them " i.
* State Papers Venetian, 1659-1661, p. 228.
(2) Page 368, note 3
It has been stated* that " the acquisition of the
Assiento did not, in fact, prove hurtful to English trade in
Old Spain ". A contemporary account does not support
this view. A correspondent at Seville wrote in 1718—" The
West India merchants at the despatch of galleons won't lay
out a penny in British woollen manufactures, for they say
the permission Assiento ships so plentifully furnish the West
Indies with all sorts of woollen goods, and can sell them 30
to 40 per 100 cheaper than they can by carrying them from
Spain, that they can't employ their money but to loss ; so
that what formerly of those countries went from Spain runs
now in another channel to the lessing the trade of Spain to
these parts "2.
A commercial treaty between England and Spain in 1667
allowed the establishment of English consuls, and some
are said to have been appointed with ill-defined powers 3.
But the British envoy in Spain wrote in 1716 that the king
of Spain had established a number of English consuls in
the Spanish ports—a thing " almost impossible to obtain
hitherto " *.
1	McLachlan, Trade and Peace with Old Spain, 74.
2	Hist. MSS. Comm. Polwavth, i. 638.
 *	McLachlan, op. cit. 22, 75-76, 175.
 *	Hist. MSS. Comm. Polwavth, i. 45.

